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Abstract
Bilbo Baggins, the protagonist of J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit, or There and Back Again, is often 
said to be the portrayal of the author himself. ‘The Shire’, where the hobbits live, is a reminiscence 
of a sort of typical mediaeval English village. In this article the present author should like to 
argue on how Tolkien’s concerns such as the essence of ‘Englishness’, especially the image of a 
traditional West-Midland village, the history and topology of the old world and the antithesis to the 
contemporary culture are delineated in this novel.
